Successful treatment of fulminating complications associated with extensive rhabdomyolysis by plasma exchange.
The first successful treatment by plasma exchange of acute renal failure and disseminated intravascular coagulation, as well as liver and central nervous system damage, was achieved in two patients with severe multiorgan damage associated with extensive muscle tissue damage caused by heatstroke and/or electrical injury. Substances derived from damaged muscle tissue, such as myoglobin and enzymes, were efficiently removed by a cellulose acetate membrane filter. Improvement of consciousness, disturbance, coagulation disorder, and renal failure were observed. The disorders associated with extensive rhabdomyolysis seem to be a promising indication for this therapy. Plasma exchange with a membrane filter is useful for treatment of patients with renal failure, being readily connected on-line with conventional dialysis.